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We are back this year to try to pass ameasure that | am confident will receive broad support if it istaken
up before thefull Senate. The Amateur Sport Integrity Act, S. 718, which | introduced last month with my
colleagues Senators Brownback, Jeffords, Edwards, and Fitzgerad, does two things. it amends the Ted
Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act to makeit illega to gamble on Olympic, college, and high school
gports, and it authorizes appropriations for the Nationa Ingtitute of Standards and Technology to fund the
detection and prevention of athletic performance-enhancing drugs.

The Amateur Sports Integrity Act implements a recommendation made by the congressondly cregted
Nationa Gambling Impact Study Commission in response to the Commission’’ s concerns about scandals
in recent years involving college ahletes, about the extent of gambling among college athletes generdly,
about the way in which legd gambling facilitates illegd gambling, and about the mixed message we are
sending to our youth when we dlow gambling on amateur athleticsin one stiatewhile banningitindl others.

Initsfina report, the Gambling Impact Study Commission recommended that betting on collegiate and
amaeur athletic events be banned dtogether. Senate bill 718 accomplishes just that. Just as the use of
performance enhancing drugs threstens the integrity of amateur sports, so does gambling. Betting on
amateur athleticsinvitespublic speculation asto their legitimacy and transforms student athletesinto objects
to be bet upon. Adding unwarranted pressure from corrupting influences to the pressures that these
intensaly competitive young people aready fed is unacceptable.

Equaly important, athough the Amateur Sports Integrity Act bans legd gambling on amateur athletics, |
expect that it alsowill reduce asubstantiad amount of illegal gambling aswell. There ationship between legd
and illegal gambling was addressed by the NGISC, which observed that "lega sports wagering —
epecidly the publication in the media of Las Vegas and offshore- generated point spreads fuels a much
larger amount of illegal sportswagering.” | won'’t pretend, however, that closing the Nevada loophole on
legd gambling on amateur sportswill put an end to illega gambling on these athletes and competitions. For
this reason, | say to my colleagues who are backing a bill that has the support of the gaming industry and
that provides additional resources to combat illegal gambling-- | agree with the intent of your legidation
and gppreciate your recognition that gambling on amateur athleticsis a problem that must be addressed a
the federd levd. The direction of that bill, however, while perhgps acceptable as a complement, is not
acceptable as an aternative to the Amateur Sports Integrity Act.

| look forward to hearing from our witnesses and to moving thislegidation & the earliest possble time.



